
 

 

UKZN STUDENTS SHINE AT JAZZ CENTRE 

 

 

UKZN vocalists (from left) Ms Victoria Graaf-Raw, Ms Amanda Kunene, Ms Ashleigh Robyn and Ms Cassie 

Moore. 

 

The first ever Pop Recitals was presented at the Centre for Jazz and Popular Music (CJPM) by four 

dynamic vocalists from UKZN’s School of Arts. 

The singers were Ms Victoria Graaf-Raw, Ms Amanda Kunene, Ms Cassie Moore, and Ms Ashleigh 

Robyn. They are all recent graduates and current honours students. 

Graaf-Raw said: ‘This performance was a culmination of all that we have learned and was a way 

for us to showcase this to the audience. It was both exciting and an honour to be a part of this 

recital and to share the stage with such talented young women.’  

Graaf-Raw, who has performed with the KwaZulu-Natal Philharmonic Orchestra, was among the 

Top 30 singers in the TV show SA’s Got Talent in 2014 and took part in the X-Factor South Africa TV 

programme in 2015.  

For the UKZN Recital, she performed Gone Under by Snarky Puppy, What you Don’t Do by Lianne 

La Havas and an Adele and Nathi medley, Love you in the Dark and Nomvula.  

Moore performed acoustic numbers including Landslide (Fleetwood Mac), Will You Still Love Me 

Tomorrow (Amy Winehouse and originally The Shirelles) and Blackbird (Paul McCartney). 

Kunene, who has performed alongside artists such as Micasa, Locnville, T.I and recently Aewon 

Wolf, says she plans to pursue a career in the music and entertainment Industry.  

http://music.ukzn.ac.za/Facilities/Centre-for-Jazz-and-Popular-Music.aspx
http://soa.ukzn.ac.za/Homepage.aspx


 

Robyn is part of a non-profit organisation, She Speaks, which focuses on encouraging women to 

tell their stories through music, drama and poetry. Her long term goal is to open a performing arts 

school that will provide arts education to underprivileged communities. 

Moore, who is doing her Honours in Popular Music Studies, also teaches piano and singing. She 

has recently started giving performances of a show she created for several old age homes and 

retirement villages.  

Meanwhile in another concert, the Jazz Voice faculty and students of UKZN presented jazz and 

afro-jazz standards including evergreen ballads such as Misty, Nature Boy, Georgia and I Fall In 

Love Too Easily; as well as Latin jazz songs including So Nice, Wave and Little Sunflower, and swing 

songs such as The Best is Yet To Come, The More I See You and Nice work if You Can Get It. 

Also in the repertoire were Afro Jazz/pop songs such as Lira’s: Feel Good and Ngiyazifel. 

Participants included first, second and third year students Ayanda Thango, Neliswa Msomi, 

Sinenhlanhla Mazibuko and BPrac student Xolisa Dlamini.  

The concert was the third in a series of instrumental showcases planned over the course of the 

year. 
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