
 

 

UKZN EMPLOYEES SERVE THE ELDERLY ON MANDELA DAY 

 

 

SCM Staff. 

Professional Services Staff at UKZN’s School of Clinical Medicine (SCM) received a Certificate of 

Appreciation from the Aryan Benevolent Home’s (ABH) Clayton Gardens for the Aged following 

their involvement in the refurbishment of the home in Asherville, Durban, on Mandela Day. 

Staff members spent their Mandela Day painting cottages at Clayton Gardens which houses 46 

pensioners.  

UKZN staffers were invited by Dr Serela Ramklass, Chairperson of the Home’s board and an SCM 

employee, to get involved in the project. 

They painted two cottages, working alongside other volunteers from UKZN, health institutions, the 

eThekwini Municipality, the entertainment industry and the banking sector.  

A visibly happy grandmother, Mrs Sonia (80), said she appreciated the renovations and the visit. 

‘I am so happy that you have done such great work for us,’ she said. She promised to tell her two 

sons about UKZN’s visit.  

‘The effort and vigor demonstrated by the team of SCM volunteers certainly brought wide smiles 

to the faces of the residents as they watched their dwelling take on a new life and colour,’ said 

Ramklass. 

Ramklass thanked all the volunteers for participating in the event and expressed her appreciation 

for their selfless contribution towards the upliftment of the home. She handed the ‘Thank You for 

Responding to our Request for Assistance’ certificate of appreciation to the volunteers on behalf 

of the ABH Council. 



 

SCM’s Manager, Mrs Antoinette Botha, said she was proud of the staff for honouring Madiba by 

volunteering to assist. 

When the work of the day was done, the team’s leader Mrs Sagree Pillay awarded Ms Salome 

Pillay for top painting skills, Ms Nomfundo Msomi for working with dedication, and Ms Phakama 

Jika for working consistently and quietly. An award for entertaining everyone went to Mrs Thuli 

Shezi. 
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