
 

 
 

SINGING FOR 67 BLANKETS EVENT A GREAT SUCCESS  

 
 

Students from the School of Arts (Music) display their handmade blankets. 

UKZN’s School of Arts presented Singing for 67 Blankets, a vocal showcase starring a 

selection of talented singers from the Music Discipline. 

The evening of song - opera, classical voice, popular music, jazz, Isicathamiya, 

Amahubo, solo and ensemble singing were featured - took place at the Centre for 

Jazz and Popular Music.  

The event, which made contributions towards the national charity: 67 Blankets for 

Nelson Mandela Day, included works by Mozart, Schubert, Puccini, Gershwin, Monk, 

Porter, Trainor and Beyonce!  

In an attempt to strengthen ties with local schools, the Durban Girls' High School 

Vocal Ensemble was invited to join the UKZN performers in a selection of choral 

pieces.  

Jazz Studies lecturer Ms Debbie Mari explained that after several voice students had 

approached her requesting further performance opportunities on campus, the 

concert idea began to evolve through discussions with music students about the 

importance of promoting dialogue via the performing arts.  

‘This annual concert not only provides a platform to showcase the talented, diverse 

singers in the School of Arts, and broader community, it also highlights the 

contribution the national charity 67 Blankets for Nelson Mandela Day is making 

towards keeping people warm this winter. The charity is collecting hand-made 

blankets – a simple act of kindness in the midst of turbulent times in South Africa,’ she 

said.  

http://soa.ukzn.ac.za/
http://music.ukzn.ac.za/
http://music.ukzn.ac.za/facilities/Centre-for-Jazz-and-Popular-Music.aspx
http://music.ukzn.ac.za/facilities/Centre-for-Jazz-and-Popular-Music.aspx


Each singer from the School of Arts donated a ball of wool or knitted a square which 

was sewn together to make seven blankets presented to the Durban Ambassador 

for 67 Blankets, Ms Franki Hills, at the concert.  

All blankets in this campaign were displayed at the Union Buildings in Pretoria on 

Nelson Mandela Day before being distributed across the country.  

‘This is an ongoing campaign and the voice students from the Music Discipline have 

decided to continue knitting, crocheting … and singing …throughout the year,’ 

added Mari.  

First year Music student Ms Nombongo Shenxane said: ‘Besides reuniting me with 

knitting, it was an honour to be involved with an initiative that seeks to make other 

people's lives better. To lend a hand in some small way is what could make our 

society better and to be able share our talents while doing it was encouraging to 

many of us.’ 

Third year Music student Mr Ndumiso Shabangu added: ‘I do this so people can see 

that love and compassion are not lost, you can still help someone without wanting 

anything in return by doing it out of pure love. Alone we can't do much but together 

we can achieve great things. If we wait until we can do everything for everybody 

instead of doing something for somebody then we will end up doing nothing for 

nobody.’ 

Anyone interested in contributing towards the campaign by donating wool or 

making squares should email marid1@ukzn.ac.za for further information. 

mailto:marid1@ukzn.ac.za

