
 

 

OPERA STUDENT LANDS COVETED SHOOTER VOICE BURSARY FUND  

 

Ms Avuya Ngcaweni, recipient of the Shooter Voice Bursary. 

UKZN Opera student Ms Avuya Ngcaweni is the 2017 recipient of the prestigious Shooter Voice 

Bursary Fund. 

The Bursary will cover Ngcaweni’s tuition until the completion of her three-year degree as well as 

the costs of instruments and books. ‘Never in a million years did I think I would get such an award 

- I feel honoured. This is the beginning of greater things,’ said Ngcaweni.  

Trust Officer for the Bursary Ms Inge Jansen van Nieuwenhuizen said: ‘It is really wonderful for us to 

be able to help a student in such a way and I am sure that the late Mr Shooter had great intentions 

with this bursary.’  

Ngcaweni says the money will assist her achieve her goals and dreams. Free of financial difficulties, 

Ngcaweni plans to work harder, focusing more on her education than on financial problems.  

‘I really struggled last year without funding. My mother, who is a single parent, could not do much 

to help me. I often stayed till late at night on campus in order to complete my assignments at the 

school library because I couldn’t afford a laptop.  

‘Being a Music student, practice is vital in becoming a better performer and I would practise 

keyboard and voice late into the night. I live in Umlazi and I feared for my life everyday as I usually 

got back home around 9pm,’ said Ngcaweni.  

She encouraged other students to follow their goals and dreams. ‘What we have been gifted with 

is not for everyone but for those who are blessed and dedicated.’ 

As a young girl, Ngcaweni sang for her own enjoyment until a high school teacher identified her 

talent and encouraged her to pursue a career in music. She joined the school choir and enjoyed 

every minute of it. Her love for opera music eventually led her to study at UKZN.   

‘Much like my role model opera musician Pretty Yende, I wanted to do something that gave 

meaning to my life in order to heal people through music. Opera music speaks to people. There is 

nothing more encouraging or more exciting than studying what you love. Singing for me brings 

joy and makes me look at life with such enthusiasm,’ she said.  



 

Ngcaweni thanked the Shooter Bursary Fund. ‘I am grateful to those involved for believing in me 

and giving me such a wonderful gift. I hope to make the organisation very proud.’ 

She acknowledged her lecturers at UKZN’s Opera School and Choral Academy (OSCA) Mr Lionel 

Mkhwanazi, Ms Amanda Kosi and Ms Slindokuhle Zondo. 
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